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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

648 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012-2713

June 20, 2012

SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervi~~--~

Attention: Agen~

PATRICK A. W~
Senior Assistant

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Carla Sameth v. County of Los Angeles, et aL
United States District Court Case No. CV 10-6565

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE.

(213)229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan which are to be
made available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.

PAW:rfm

Attachments

HOA.889164.1



Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Carla Sameth v. Count~of Los Angeles, et al., United States
District Court Case No. CV 10-6565, in the amount of $199,000 and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the
Sheriff s Department's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of false arrest and excessive force by Sheriff s
Deputies.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT ~F LITIGATION

CASE NAME Caria Sameth v. County of Los
Angeles

CASE NUMBER CV 70-6565

COURT

~ : _i~~l~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAlD ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.8825b5.1

United States District Court

September 2, 2010

Sheriffi's Department

$ 199,000

John Burton, Esq.

Laura Inlow, Esq.
Collinson Law

Plaintiff, Caria Sameth alleges that
her federal civil rights were
violated when she was falsely
arrested and subjected to
excessive force by Los Angeles
County Sheriffs Deputies.

due to. the risks and uncertainties
of litigation, a full and final
settlement of the case in the
amount of $199,000 is
recommended.

$ 47,125

$ 21,789



Case.Name: ~,~rla Ra hel8j~roetj~ ~t,~¢ouety of ~c~s Anael~

. ~ ~ ~ tSummary Corrective Ac~lon Plan ~
x X

The intent of this fornt is to sestet departments in w~ttno a corrective action plan summary for attachment

to the'settlement documents developed for the hoard of SupeNisnrs and/or tFte County of Los Angeles

Claims 8oar+d. The sumrtmry should be a spaoftto. overview of the c(aimsAawsults' IdenU~ed root causes

and c~arsctive actlons (stakts. titnQ.frame, and. responsible party. 1'hi~ summary dace not replace the

Correcitive Action Plan brnn, If theca is a qu~stton related to ~n~gpgality. please consult
County Coun6eL

OaUa M ~c(dent/evenC
Mopday~ Decembet28, 200&; appro~dmataty 4:20 p.m.

8rie~ly provtda a dascxipBon
~ ~ ~~~~ Maria RacjLe,(~j~meth v. County ~ Lo$ An~sles

Summary Corc~ectivA Actlon Plan No. 2012-006

On Monday. December 28.2009, et approximately 4:2p p.m., ti~ree Las
Mgeles Ccungr sharifPs deputies conta~ed'the plaintlff bo detenntne tt
she was •a lawiuliy tfciceted passenger on the Metro C;oid Line public
fransporta~on system.. When the platntit~ was unable to prcvida a valid
~cdcst, We de~tiea df~Cted her to exit the drain at the Hfahland Pads

• passen~r Station in order to issue her a clta~on for face evasion.

7. Briefly desc,~be tl~e root causafs► of tho daimllewsuiC

ARer exiBng the train, the piaintitf became loud and argumentative. One of tie deputies (a female)

Initla~ed a cur$ory seairfi of the platr~fPs pareon. The plaintflt resisted and attempted b separate
herseN fpom the deputy.. She leaned t~rwerd and struck her nose on a metal flange protruding from a
suppat pale.

The plaintiff uvas ex~mtned at the scene by Los Mgeles dire Department paramedics and
subsequently transported to IAS Angeles County - Univer~ityr of 8outhem California Modtcat Center
where she was treated for a fractured noes

Z Brially d~acribs reonmmended cam~c8ve acd~s:
pndudar each oorreattva ao~ due date roeP~1~ P~'b►. and any dleatpitnsry aattons if aPl~p~e)

The Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department had relevarrt paUctes and procedur~slprotocots in effect
at the time of this Incident

'rhe Los Mgetes County 3he~1t's Department's tratnln~ currkutum addresses the dtcumstanoes which
occurred in this Incident

This incident was ~orouphly Investlgafed by repres~t~t(ves from the Los M~eles County SharitPs

DepartmenCs 7isns~ Sarok~s Bureau North. Their ~►vestlgatian canduded that the actlan~ takes by
ifie three sheriffs deputles were reasonabie~ just~ied. and In campliancs with geparM~ant policy.
Cvnaeguentty. no cotrecth►e action measures are re~mmendsd nor oantemplated.



Coanty of Las Angeles
Summary Comeative AcUvn Plan

8. State tf #hs comscRtva actions ara appik;able to only your department ar other County deparbnents:
pt unsure, please contact tha Cl~tef bcecuNve Offtoe Rlek Managemsnt Bnanc~ for +~ssisfance).

❑ ' Pc~tenNaily has Countywide impgcattons.

❑ Poten~aliy has an tmpitca~on Eo other departments (f.e., all human services, ali ~~oty
departments, or oil or more other departments).

Dees not appear to have CvuMywtde or other departmant(s) ImpUc~ttons.

Los An~elas Counfy Sherit~'s Depats~t' nett

etn7a: (Rlak Manayemont Coordinator)

She~un J. Mathers, Gap~ain
Risk Management Bureau

S(gnature: ate:

ame: (Oeparbmer~t Head

Roberta A. Abnar~ Chief
Leadership an inp Division

S1~naEure: Date:

Chl~ Executive 0lttce Rta~k Mana~emenE Branch
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